A Brief i a 


RELATION 


OF ENE 


Surprizing ſeveral ENGLISH 
Merchants Goods, by DVTCH Men of 
Warre, their c-rrying them into Zealand, 
and there condemning them for Prize, upon 
no other {core or account , but that they 
were Engliſh Mens. ba 


— — 
— 


By Edward Adams of London, Merchant. 


— 


AK 


— 
— 


Hor, Ep. lib, T, 


Per mare, pauperiem ſugiens, per ſaxd, per ignes, 
Impiger extremos currit Mercator ad Indos. 


OD —————— 


——— me Ny 


LONDON. | 
. Printed in the year , 1664. 


I — 


- 7 — coaw<o aw aw - 


AAS Irmo nttiei t Bonn AO EE et eons OO ng, nt IGG er ts. 


(2) 


LKK602000020K003000202.08 
{SU02S66K0SSSERCASE AIAGS 


To the Courteous Engliſh Reader. 


Kind Country Man, 


N the late ſcribling age , having caſt my eye upon ſeveral Books, 
| Pamphlets, or what elſe they might be called , ( things 1 Print ) 
and conſidering the Contents, I have often thought the Authors 
coul dehave no other ground or deſign for expoſing them to pablick view, 
but.a ſtrong deſire to be ſeen in Print, Believe me , | ams not troubled 
with any ſuch ambitions Itch; No, "tis ill luck preſſes me to the Print , 
totmake relationof my friends and own miſhap, which may be e- 
ſteemed the greater, in that it fell in a time when I ard all our Engliſh 
World were joval and pleaſant , in that merry moneth of May wheres 
his ſacred Majet y returned to his K ing loms, andgreat part of it on 
the day (when my ſelf and many thouſands more were attending on his 
Prixcely train) before his return to his Royal Palace of White Hall, 
viz, 28, Mail 1660, Expett nor from me any neat, polite diſcourſe, 
(for 1am as bad a Poliſher, as a Polititian, ) I ſhall only preſent thee 
with a bare relation of matter of fatt , and my de/ign of making it pub- 
lick, is two fold, refpetting thee , that by what thou ſeeft to have hap 
n:d tomy friends and me, thou mayſt be admoniſhedto bevery cautious 
and wary how tho haſt to doe in any deſign of Trade and Commerce, 
where the Dutch have any pretence of Concern or [mereſt, an1 bonum 
eſt fugicnda aſpicere al:eno in malo, eAnd my ſe!f, ro beg the be» 
xefit and help of thy good Connſel for my futare demeanor, whether I 
ſhall be farther attive, and if (0, | ow to procced;or meerly paſſive, ſit- 
tiug quiet! y» ftill, and bewailing the latter loſs with the former . fer [ 
have been at avery great (it may ſeem wneredible) expence in Zeiland, 
Holland, and ſome kere, in ſeeking reſtitution of (or ſatrsfaftion for ) 
our un;uſily jurprized and detainedGoods, I ſaid I wonld preſent the 
with a relation of matter of faft, Know therefore, 
A2 That 
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That having done ſome ſervice to the King of Portugal , my 
Partner Abrabam Jacob, an Engliſh Merchant reſident in L;sboa, 
in the latter end of the year 1658. procured a licence for ſending 
a Ship to the Brazil, in the Interval of fleets, (for by our Articles 
with thar Crown R Engliſh ſhips z Or ſhips fraighted by E - 
gliÞh men, may go in company of their Pcr!#wgzez fleet to Praz!/ , 
and freely trade there) 4nd by reaſpn of the warre with Spain no 
E-oliſh hip of conſiderable burchen arriving in the Harbour of 
L:15boaacthac would embrace a fraighkt for Brazi/ , he was torced co 
make uſe ofa French ſhip (not our of choice or kindneſs to that 
Nation , to give Frexch men imployment; but meerly 1n abſeoce 


of Ez2hmen) that accidently put in there, and wanted a traight, 


One of thirty tour Guns ; this Ship was hired by the ſaid £5rg- 


ham facob,and inthe beginning of the year 1559 ciſparched away : 


for the RKig de Jareiro in Brawl, with a very conliderable Cargazon 
of Goods from himſelf , beſides what was laden by ſeveral other 
Ergliſh Merchants (and ſome by Portugueſſes)reliding in L1sboa, 
This Ship belonged to St, Malls , was called the Golden Sun , 
commanded by oneNMicholas 1: Bretos du Pre, &returning tor the 
Porc of £::5boa, the place of her diſcharge , laden with Sugars , 
Hides, B:azi/ wood &c, on the two & tweniy day of 4Zay, 1660. 
near the Rock of L:irb9a, was met by tour Fluing men of vrarr: 
commanded by Touſain le Sage, Phil:p R1s, eAltert janſon,ard 


Matya © arts,who haled her,& were informed ſhe was 1Frexch 


Ship belonging to Sr, Malo, nevertheleſſe they commanded the 
Capcain out ot her, who knowing them to be Dutch men of warre 
(and thoug!) he could have made cont:derable retiſtance,yer) yiel- 
ded, wichout making any the leat oppoſition , not doub:ing bur 
that they would have foon cleared and releafed him , becauſe chac 
by the Trea:y of Marize concluded bur a few years belore be- 
tween the Frexch Kaog, ard the States Gerer:/ of the United 
Provinces of che Neth-rlaxds, it was provided forand agreed on, 
that a free $\,p made tree Goods, and that any Frexch-Ship mighc 
freely [rade, aalcarry inco any Port or Country in am.ty with 
the Crown of Fran-:e, (chough che inhabirants rhereof ſhould be 
in op-1 Hol y and \Wa- = with the Srates of the Netherlands ) 
any ( m4 all manner. of) Gvods and Merchandizes, not onely 
ſuch a5 b-1oa9:d co Navons and Porfons inamity and confede. 
ration wich the ſad 5: .zes » bucalſo in! proper Goods, 1d Mer- 
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chandizes of thoſe people that were in Hoſtility and Warre with 
them, as aforeſaid, Burt the Commgnders of the Men of Warre, 
or Capers, (for ſo are they called in Zealazd ) thought nut them- 
ſelvesobl:ged ro the obſervance of any Treaty of Peace , or Law, 
or Julticez and cherefore inſtead of permitting (as they ought to 
have done) the Ship to follow, and proceed in her Voyage, they 
ſer on ſhore many of the Si:ps Company in Porracal,, and roÞjk 
poſle dion of the Ship, and fent Her and her Commander accoin- 
panyed by one of the Men of Warre tor Fluſhing, where arriving, 
the French Commander addrefles himſelf to the States Gereral , 
and demanded to be reiiored to the poſſeflion of the Ship and 
Goods, according to the Articles of Marie atorementionet , 
and reparaaon for the damage fultained, by being ſeized on and * 
brought in thicher, and wasatlilted therein by Aounjiexr dc T hor, * 
then at the Hague Ambaſſador from the French King , who was 
the ſame Perſon that coacluded che {aud Treaty of MMarize and a 
ſhore time after 1 received advice and information from my Pact- 
ner Abraham 7acob , and trom Robert Carre , (hriſtopher Tren- 
chard, William Perchey, Thomas Boſtocke , and Witham Truſſc! | 
Engliſh Merchants reſtdent in Ltsboa , of their ſeveral interefts 
abvard the ſaid Ship , and their Procuracions or Letters of Artur. 
ney tor looking atrer them, and precuring ſausfation on their 
behalf, whereupon I humbly reprefented their cafe ro his molt 
Sacred Majeſty our Soveraign, who was graciouſly plcafed inme- 
diately to fend lis Letters to the Srgres of Zealand, requiring and 
pcefiing them ro cauſe a re!titution to be made of ſuch part ot the 
Ships lading as belonged to his Subjects aforenamed, and his Ma- 
jeſty uſed an expreliion enough not only to have won upon, but 
to have commanded any ingenucus natures ; Fey , he ſaid, 
he woald lotk, npon ſuch a reſiunutiin, as an Afion demonſtratins 
their w illinozeſſe of holding amity ard « oufeaeracy with him : This 
Letter was dated 5h. of Fay 1660. and a few dayesatier I deli- 
veredit tothe Srates of Zealand, who were art that rime afſem- 
bled at Midleburg, They ſeemed to be very plal to receive a 
Lertez from his Majeſty of Great Britain, being the firſt they e- 
ver had from him, (at lcalt fince his happy Return to his King- 
doms,)3ut retuſed £o recurn antiver, at leaſt by me, tellingme , ic 
was not their cuitome ro Write to any Prince without the Order 
of che Srates Geverall , or at lealt fixtt makivg them accquainted 

there- 
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therewith, But their reſolution was recorded, of which they or- 
dered me a Copie, the Trarſlation whereof is as followeth, 


Extratt out of the notes or reſolutions of the Honourable States 
of Zealand, The 2d. of Augult 1660. 


BY which being deliberated upon the Contents of a Letter from 
the Kings Majelty of Great Britaine , writ in tavour of ſome 
Merchants of Lendox , who pretend that ſeveral Merchandizes 
laden for their particular Accounts aboard the Gold:n Sun, where- 
of was Maſter Nicholas lc Breton , and taken at Sea by private 
Commiſſions of this Province and brought to Fluſhing, 1s reſol. 
ved that the aforeſaid Ownersor Intereſled ſhall addrefle them- 
ſelves to the Lords of the Court of Admiralty reliding here, with 
full aſſurance, That in this cauſe of reclaim.ng and following of 
their Goods, they ſhall receive all poſlible expedition and juſt 
Judgement, 
Agreeth with the above mentioned notes or reſolutions, 
Peter de Huybert, 


This Anſwer or reſolution was an invitation or introduction 
to a Law-Suit , which 1 was very much averſe from entring into, 
well knowing what bad ſucceſs, ſome of our Country —_ had 
by ſuch l:ke proceeding in Zealand, neither could I obrain a reſo- 
lution, or Order, that in caſe of making due proof of the Proper- 
tie, I ſhould have the E-gliſh Intereſt cleared and reſtored to 
me. But ſeveral Merchants and other Perſons, as well Natives as 
others reſiding in Zealand , men that were not concerned with 
the Capers, bur rather abborrers of their proc-edings, (and ſome 
ſuch are there, though many are interefſed with them)with whom 
I happened co haved:ſcourſe,underſtanding my caſe, were of opi- 
nion that would conſequently follow ; and the rather becauſe his 
Majeſtie of Gveat Brittaine appeared in the bulineſs , and the 
Goods being ihen z» eſſe,and intire, therefore chey m——__ me 
to proceed according to the States anſwer or; reſolution , howe. 
ver I was reſolved firit to adviſe with my friends in England , and 
being in my return, a paſſenger with mein the Packer Boat, one 
Vanderſtees a Native of Zealand , but had a pretence to ſome 
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Lands in /reland , of his own accord ( hearing my name ) and 
knowing ſomewhat of my buſineſſe in Zealand, told me un- 
doubtedly 1 ſhould have good ſucceſſe therein , for that the 
States of Zealand in a Letterthey had written in his behalf to his 
Majeſty of England, took notice thereof; That part whereof 
that concerned me, I got copy of, and tranſlated is as fol- 
loweth. 

The Lords States of Zealand have ( upon the recommendation 
of his Majeſtie of great Britain ) very earneſtly recommended 
the cauſe of Edward Adams, Abraham 7 acob, Robert Carre, and 
other Merchants, to the Lords of the Admiralty in Zealand reſi- 
ding at Midleburg , That to the ſaid Cauſe ſhould beFiven 
a ſhort and prompt expedicion of Juſtice , with the which the in- 
rereſſed friends ſhall be aſſured ot due ſatisfaRion, as in Juſtice 
and Equity: ſhall be found to be due: Done in thepreſence 0 
Fobn J.-M. Angnit 1660 mw File, ey 

This and the Reſolution alſo proved in the End but a decoy. 
and deluſion, to entice and drill us into further Miſchief and in- 
convenience, for the manner of the Zealanders, is to ger what 
they can into their power , and then ſeek and caſt about for ar- 
gumentsand ſp: ciouspretences to palliate the detaining it, and 


' ſeldom or never do'they part with any thing though ever ſo un- 


juſtly taken unlefle compelled thereto. 

Upon conference and adviſing with friends here in England, 
*twas thought fit we ſhould Proſecute our Claimes in the Admi- 
ralty of Zealand , according to the States direion, and chiefely: 
for this reaſon , That we could not have any great cauſe of com- 
plaint, or make out an aggrievance whereupon to beg relief from 
his ſacred Majelty our gratious Soveraign, till we were denyed 
Juſtice there, it not being known, but that they would decree 
ro us our Goods with damages, and withal being informed, tha 
the Lords ofthe Admiralty could if they pleaſed in ſhort time 
bring the cauſe to ſentence, their cuſtome r——_ to fit in Court 
3. daysina week, T therefore gave order for proceeding with a 
Claime before them,in the names of my ſeveral friends intereſſed, 
And for proof of their property did referre co the Evidence in the - 
poſſeſſion of the Capers, as the Commanders Book, the Bills 
of lading , Invoices and Letters of Advice, of which they had 
ſecond and third Via'salſo , and my friends, as yer, none at all, 

. for 
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for it happen'd that a fewdays afier, viz, onthe' 27. 0r 28, Hay 
old ſtile , the chree remaining Capers, or Men of War, near the 
place where the 4. ſurpriz*d the G o/4en-Sun , met' with the ſhip 
E xperierce of L1:don, Commanded by one Fohn King ſman, com- 
ing trom che Port of Babiain Braz'l, whom they i!to ſurprized , 
( aboard whichſhip my friends aforenamed had Goods likewiſe 
to the value of 1200 /, ſtey. and upwards, and in her company 
rook 2. Portugneſſ- Veſſells that came from the Rio de Fanciro ( the 
ſime Port whence the Golden Sun was laden Yand in them 2d, and 
3d, avizo's of wharhad been Jaden for account of cach partitulat 
perſon reſpectively aboard the ſaid ſhip , Which ( by command 
of che Lords of the Admiralty ) being brought before them into 
Court, there appearcd there were conligned unto them aboard 
the ſaid ſhip tor cheir own accompts 371. Cheſts and 11, Fechos 
Susars, all ( except ſome few ) whites, 
EM dE EORUEILLATIEIDEA ' | EPS. - 

mo) worch 5000/7. ft:r. which was afterward confirmed, and 
made out by ſuch iKe Evidence which came to my friends own 
hands from Br-z/, 

When I b:-gan co follow my Claim, 1 ſoon found the Adverſe 
parties that appeared againſt me were very great and powerfull 
pertons1n Zealard , viz, ( beſides the Commanders of the Men 
of Wer, who had alliance ftrong enough there ) the who!e we#- 
1:4ia Company of the Nerlerlands,as Granters of the Commilli- 
ons, Everard Gyſ:linck who was at the fame time Burgo Matter 
for Flufrg,and conſequently one of the States of Zealand) Jacob 
Van Hoo-re, Everſon of Fluſhing ,and ſeveral other conſi- 
derable perſonsas Owners & ſetters ouc of the men of War; And 
the Capers of Fluſhing are eſteemed men of ſuch deſperate incli- 
nations, and ſo impatient of b:.ng demanded to give account of, 
or reſtore ought they have any way got into their power , that 
hardly cou'd I getany One to fullow in my abſence my Claime a- 
oainſt chem, 

And there was a whiſpering of a ſuſpition went up and down 
the world, as well in Zealand as other parts, That the Lords of 
the Admiralty tkemſclves were concerned ( as well as other great 
men of char Country ) in ſerting out men of War , Whether 
they are ſo concern'd or not, I will not ſay;My charity is ſuch,as 
rather to believe the Negative, Burt they ſcemed to be pretty 
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ſtrongly allyed to-our Adverſarics ( if not by conſanguinity or - 
affinity ) inaffetion , That whatſoever they moved tor , was 
graared, chough ever fo equitably,rationally and forubly umpug- 
ned bywur Advocate, Take one Example among others: ( long 
before chey gave ſentence ) By vertue of a Joynt Procuration I 
I proceeded joyntly 2. or 3. Moneths in one claime , Then the 
Capers and other our Adverſaries move for a fcparation of cau- 
ſes, or claimcs, foreach man to claim a part, which was a 
meer dilatory dei1gn ro increaſe and multiply Expenſes, thereby 
to deterre choſe aol incereſ was ſmall trom looking after it , 
becauſe the remedy might prove worle then the diſeaſe, the 
charge for following the claime of one Cheſt being as great as for 
one hundred, Our Advocate pleaded the Motion was unreaſor- 
able, urging there was in the claimes no difference of cafe ; That 
the perſons claiming were all Ezg/ſh men , all reſiding in one 
place , the Goods they claimed only ſuch as appeared to be con- 
figned to them tor their own account, that they were laden in 
one Port, in one ſhip, andconſignedto one Place, And added, 
that*rwas the part of Judges co abbreviate and contrat(not mul- 
tiply ) ſuits; withall refnembred co them , that cheStares in their 
reſolution had promiſed Expedition , And therefore prayed the: 
Lords of the Admiralty not to granc the Motion 3 But notwith- 
ſtanding chey did : nor declaring in this, ( as in no other poine ) 
the ground for their Decree, which they ſay is their cuſtome, re- 
ſervmg that to chemſelves, Fat pro ratione voluntas, I put it to 
my Advocate, and others rekding in Midleburg , to deal plainly 
with me, in telling me in their Opinions whac ground or cauſe 
our Adverſaries could have for making, orthe Judges for gran- 
ting the Motion ? who ingenivuſly conteſſed they Knew none ,. 
buc what Ihave already ſec down, a deſign to deterre thoſe 
whoſe intereſt was ſmall from making. their <claim,, fearing the 
remedy to be worſe then the d ſeaſe. - And indeed that delign 
was gratifyed with ſucceſs, for the expenſive and dilatory proceſs: 
conſumed more then the value of ſome mens ſugars claimed, 
though ſentence had been pronounced in their favour , yer could: 
I notavoid proceeding in ſuch a claime, for let it lye, and went 
on with the moſt coniiderable , but our Adverſaries brought it 
on ,. and moved thatI ſhould proceed therein, or they be difſ- 
miſſed cherefrom, 1 then moved the Court for Ocdes for one. 
OZ.B fv cauſe < 

Ca 


_ — 


| (8) 
| cauſe tobe proceeded with , ( which they ſhould appoint) offer- 
ing, that according to the fucceſle of it all the reſt Pould be conz 
cluded, and tothis the Fiſcal confented, ( The Fiſcal isa perſon 
concerned in all claimes of this nature, he proceedes Ex Offcio, 
Appears in right of the Province, and-his office is ſomewhat like 
to that of his Majeſties Atturney General in Exgland ) But the 
Capers refuſed to joy n with him , Neither would the Lords-of 
the Admiralty enjoyn them to comply , fo that of Ore Cauſe 
they begat Six : And before could proceed further I was forced 
for every cauſe to give ſecurity for the coſts, which muſt be done 
by a ſufficient Inhabirant of the Place. 

The 12. Oftober 1660. . n, was appointed for a publick ſile 
of the whole Cargo of the Ship Go/den-Sur at Fluſhing (the French 
Commanders 23. Cheſts excepted ) where I was preſent, and 
_ addreſſed my ſelf to theLords of the Adrmralty,defiring the Goods 
I claimed might be likewiſe exempred from the fale , ill the cau- 
ſes were determined. But they anſwered me , they ſhould be 
ſold with the re{t in /um jw habentium, Then I moved that the 
Contents and Quality might be noted and ſer down a part, which 
I confeſs they granted, and to that purpoſe ſent a Meſſenger 
with me to the Officers of the eſt Ina;a Company , who had the 
management of the ſale, But they anſwer'd, *twas not to be 
done, the Goods being mingled in Lots with others, ſo they made 
ſale of them before my face ( a comfortable ſpeRacle ) and pro- 
miſcuouſly ſer down the Contents with other goods, as not 
doubting of a ſentence in their favour, or dreading ever to be 
calledro accompt for them. 

By ſome little diſcourſe I had with our Adverſaries ard others 
of that Country , I found there ſeemed to be put by them ſome 
difference between Eng/zſhþ men, living in England, and thoſe 
reſiding beyond Sea, eſpecially in Portugal, though they have li. 
' berty to make ſuch reſidence only by vertne of Articles of 
peace made between the Crownes of Exgland and Portugal, To 
remove any ſuch obſtacle, ſhould ithe offered, and appear to be 
valid , I procured a ſecond Letter from his Majeſty , wherein 


', (beinginformed by ſome perſons of Honour, who in thetime 


of their Exile, eameto have knowledge of the perſons intereſſed, 
Fhat they were not only loyal fubjeRs,bur to have fincere affe&i- 
ons to his Majeſties feryice) He was graciouſly pleaſed to — 

that 
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that Edward Adams ; - Abraham facob, Robert Carre, Chriftopher | 
Trenchard, William Peachey, Thomas Boſtock; and Will, Trufſel, | 
were not only his ſubje&s, but that he alſo lookt upon them me- 7 4 
riting his proteion, as well as any others\ ſoever of likeN 
quality1nhabiring any. part of bis Dominions, This Letter was not 
preſently delivered , but waS thought firto be reſerved for ſome 
more opportutie time , which 'was judged to be when the cauſes 
were ready for ſentence, and thenit was preſented, but to ſmall 
effeR,for they ſlighted it; And the Capers ſtuck not publickly to 
ſay, Thar the Secretaries framed Letters, and his Majeſty ſigned 
them without ever reading or knowing what they contained. The 
French Commander at the ſame rime went on with hisclaim, de- 
manding bis ſhip, the Fraighr,& 23.Cheſts of Sugars in particular, 

& rhe whole Cargo in general according to the Articles of Peace. 
The Cargo according to theCommanders book,was 1 100.Cheſts 
and Fecho's of Sugar, 1000. Hides, 4000 1. of /;50+54 Wool,ſome 
Boxes of Balſome, a parcel of Facaranda Wood, Whale fins, and 
ſome Tobacco. 

Upon his preſhng whereof, the Lords of the Admiraltie asked 
him one day in Courr,what he would do with the Cargo ſhould ir 
be reſtored him?To which he made anſwer, That he would carry 
and deliver it at the proper Port of his Diſcharge,according as he 
Rood obliged by Charter party and Bills of lading, at which the 
Lords ſmiled, As if it were a ridiculous thing tor them to be 
rhought obliged { by any tie whatſoever ) ro give ſentence ſ9 
the Capers to part with a good Booty once got into their pol- 
ſeilion. 

During the tranſaRtion of theſe affaires , the States of the 7/n;. 
ted Provinces {ent their Ambaſſadors to the Court of France to re- 
new their Alhance with the Frezch King , who ( being informed 
from his Ambaſſador at the Hagne of their not- complyance with 
the former Articles ) refuſed to trear with them, till there were 
juſtice-done his ſubjeRs according to the Arcicies of Marine ,* 
which was concluded at the defire of the Stares themſelves, 
Whereupor' the Ambaffadors writ to the States deſiring the : 
cauſe of Le Byron may be jadged , who thEreupon- Order the 
Lords ofthe Admiralty of Zea{and fo to 'do + Bur they notwithe 
ſtanding fora while deferred ir , till new complaints were made, , 
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then they give ſentence , viz. on the 24. September 1661, ft; 
nove, Decrecing to the French Commander his Ship, A parrel, 
Furniture, &c, Fraight , and 23. Cheſts of Sugars which belong- 
edto him and Company , with 2000, Gilders Damages. And 
the ſame day condemned the Engliſh mens ( ſome whereot were 
Fraighters of che ſhip) goods for prize, 

The Frezch.man not contented with his ſentence , finding the 
ſum ordered for damages to be too little, demands jurther re- 
paration in matter of damage : which by means of the French 
Ambaſſador at the Hague , is made known to the Irexch King, 
who commanded Monſieur de Liorna Miniſter of State in Fravce, 
to ſignifie to the Dutch Ambaſſadors, that in caſe of non ſatis. 
faRion for. Le Brerons ſhip, he would grant Letters of Repriſal, 
Whereupon they again writ to the States General touching thar 
particular; Who order the cauſe to be brought before the Judges 
apointed in caſe of appeal at the Hagme, and a review thereof 
without charge to him, and to that end diſpatch their Meſſengers 
into Zealant, where the States had a meeting extraordinary 
about ir , who give for anſwer, that they cannot conſent to are- 
view, becauſe the Fatalia were paſt ( which are 4. Months after 
the ſentence pronounced, within which cime the review ought to 
be deſired. )But chis being upon a Point extraordinary, to prevent 
Letters of repriſal,a ſecond Meſſenger was diſpatchr,who return'd 
with a Better anſwer , And upon the review is decreed to the 
French Commander 12000. Gilders more for damage, over and 
above the former 2000. 

The French Commander recovered his Fraight according to 
Bills of lading which belonged to us the Fraighters, which was 
more then was due to them by Charter party by g10/. Flemiſh, 
ſo that with what he had formerly received from us , and was dil- 
burſed for hisaccount , He was indebred to us 14401. Flemiſh , 
for which ( he refuſing to accompt with us) we defired we mighr 
make an Embargo , or Arreſt in the hands of thoſe who were ap- 
poynted to pay him money , and in this requeft we hoped to ſuc- 

ed ( becauſeit raight be a mean for them to keep ſomething in 
their hand, which was a thing they love to do,as being in that kind 
naturally tenacious;) Butin this neither were we prevailing, for 


they were reſolved not to gratifie the EmghS in any motion, or 
at 
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at leaſt durſt do nothing againſt.the Frevch , they telling us they 
could nor permit one ſtranger to ſue another, ſo the Frexch man 
marched off with flying colours, carrying all away with him, as 
well ſome of our as his own money. And the Exgliſh remain'd 
forlorn, And by what hath been here related, which is nothing 
but undeniable truth, it plainly appears we are truly untortunate 
Engliſh Merchants. 

Our Goods were condemned as Prize, but as I have already 
ſaid, they tell us not wherefore , they never declaring the cauſe 
or ground of their ſentence , reſerving that in their own breaſt, 
ſo thac we are ignorant where the Gult lay thatdevoured , or the 
Rock thart ſplit us : But by what we gathered by common diſcourſe 
with perſons in Zealand, and ſome Occurrences, we may gueſs 
it to be, becauſe the perſons claiming were for the moſt part reſi- 
dent in Portngal , for an Engliſh man that was paſſenger upon an 

 Ezgl:iſþ ſhip which they had taken comming from Brazil had 
Goods {being of no great value )reſtored him. And this is founded 
upon an Order or Edi made for their own people that none of 
them living in.Porragal ſhall trade to Brazil without their licence, 
or if they do their goods being takenin company of Portugn:fſes 
ſhall run the like face with them, and this was made for preventi- 
on of their SubjeRs colouring Peyrtuguez, Goods : ( tis evident we 
colour'd no Portuguez Goods, claiming only what was conſigned 
for our own account , and this by evidence ot their own produ- 

' cing , andall was under 300, of 1100. Cheſts and Fecho's 

which the ſhip brought.) And ſay they , perſons living in any 
part ought not to enjoy two Capacities or Priviledges. To 

that we gave ſatisfa&tory anſwer, ( Beſides what his ſacred Maje- 
ſy hath been pleaſed to write on our behalf) That we enjoyed 
no Priviledge the Portugurfſes did, but reſided in Portug al 
by vertue of the Articles of peace concluded between the Crowns 
of England and Poringal, and for ſuch were own'd and certi- 
tifyed by his Majeſties Conſull. If they will have paſs for Cur- 
ant, that what SanQtions and Edits arc made by them for regu- 
lating their own promemns be obliging to the Subjects of other 

Princes, *tis right Hog an Mogan ; But the plain Eng/zſp of it is, 

That che King of Great Britaine , France and Jreland , muſt not 
treat of or conclude peace with a Forraign Prince, or provide = 
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tae increaſe of Frade and priviledges of his own ſubjeds wichour 
askingthe States of Holand leave, % 

I humbly repreſented our caſe to his ſacred Majeſty and his moſt 
Honourable Privie Council, makeing a Summaxie relation of whar 
had paſſed, which þ:s Majeity & their Lordſhips taking into their 
conſideration, did Order,that the Commiſlioners who are to treat 
with the Datch Ambaſſadors, do inſiſt upon our ſatisfaR.on,in like 
manner as is done inclaims of any other of his Majeltics Subjects. 

L alſo repreſented our aggrievance to the Honourable Commit. 
ree of Parliament appointed to conſider of the Trade of the Nati- 
on, where I made our our loſſes ſuſtained by the ſurprizall of che 
Shipps Golden Sue, Experience aforemention'd, ( = ewo Engl: 
Shipps more taken by the Dach a little after, called the Falcon , 
and St. Fohn Baptiſt )to amount unto 8000!. fer. But (like a bad 
accomptant, ) I omitted to ſer down the intereſt, which for 4. 
years at 6. per C:*t. comes to 1920. Beſides which I have in the 

=, tedious vexartious ſuits expended 78ol. 125, 3d. Flemiſh, beſides 
what is te. be ſer down tor my friends paines who aſliſted. in the 
ſolicitavion, andI have endeavoured all good husbandry, having 
been ſometime thought to be too penurious. And now may be 
feen the effeR of che full aſſurance of expedition promiſed us, v:z. . 
aSuit of 14, moneths, (wh:ch if I had pleaſed might have been 14, 
years; I could have procured conſent of parties,) and for the jult 
judgment we ſhould receive , our Goods condemned for Prize, , 
(ny upon what ſcore , [wubintel/1giray. The French mans Ship 
which, by the Univerſal cuttome & conſent(if notLaw; of Nations 
(ro ſay nothing of heir particular Obligation )ought to have made 
free Goods, with 23. Cheſts of Sugar granted free, with 140co. 
Gulders for Dammages, 

Thus Courreous Reader, Fhave done with my ſad tedions ſto- 
ry, and crave thy pardon for exerciſing thy Patience-ſo long 
therewith , begging as formerly the benetit of thy Counſe}. Buc 
before I take my leave Imult ſpeak-one word in vind:cation of 
my profeftion (ac leait of my own parncular ) from an aſperticn. 
which feems to be calt upon ir. There ts a rumor flies up and 
down the world, that inthis preſent canjunQure of affairs , the 
Merchants are great incendiariesto a Warre with the Dutch, and 
if -here happen one, 'twill be called the Merchants Warre, winch 
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I ſuppoſe is a great miſtake , for to me it ſeemsnot rational for 
an may. 9". Merchants to be forward to that War, the maine 
diſpute and decifion whereof muſt be argued at Sea, the place 
where heis moſt concerned, and to the inconveniences and ha. 
zards attending ſucha War the Merchant of all other perſons 
is molt obnoxious, Ifany ſuch Merchants there be, that are fo 
Warlike , and promiſe to themſelves great gain by Trading in 
troubled waters , Ido declare my ſelf to be none of them , 1 do 
confeſſe Iam for ſatisfation for the unreaſonable uſage and 
injuries done my friends, and me : nay Ihave. been, and am yery 
earneſt and zealous for it, I ſay I amfor the Rem, but modum ac- 
quirends I wholly ſubmit to his Sacred Majeſty (whomGod many 
years preſerve in peace} and his Great Council, 


Farewell. 


Edward Adams. 


